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WINDS OF CHANGE? 
RELIGIOUS ASPECTS IN NEW LITERATURE FROM 
THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC* 
by Wieland Zademach 
Dr. W ieland Zademach (Evangel ical-Lutheran Church in Bavar­
i a )  i s  curren t l y a fre e - l an c e  author  and co- w o rk e r  o f  the  
S tu d i e s  Department  o f  the  Lu t h e ran World  F e d e ra t i on .  H e  
s tu d i e d  the o l ogy a n d  ph i l o s ophy a t  B onn , Hamburg,  and E r ­
l angen and i s  an orda ined m in i s t e r  r e s i d ing in  Bayreu t h ,  
West Germany. He has previously publ i shed i n  OPREE, Vol.  5 ,  
n o .  1 .  Many o f  h i s  pub l i c a t ions  on  t h e  Chr i s t i a n - M a rx i s t  
dialogue are in German. 
Introduction 
S ince high level talks held between church and s tate leaders in 
the GDR [ East  Germany ] on March 6 ,  1978,  some aspects of  the relation­
ship between the two have changed for the bet ter. These improvements 
were ind icated not only by the anniversaries celebrated the fol l owing 
years (Luther, Bugenhagen, Bach, SchUt z ,  H�del , Friedrich I I ,  etc. ) ,  
but  a l s o  in  p l ans for  the  7 5 0 th ann ive r s a ry of  B e r l in  in  1 9 8 7 ,  which  
inc lude numerous church events  in East  Berl in. Skeptics in  the Fed­
e r a l  Repub l i c  of Germ any shou l d  n o t  i gn o r e  t h e s e  change s .  Th i s  ar­
ticle  w i l l  show that rel igious aspects also gl int through new l itera­
ture from the GDR- -aspects that at least were not observed before. 
Whether there is  interact ion between the inclusion of  religious 
aspects in l i terature and the increased importance of rel igion and the 
church ove r a l l  i s  open t o  que s t i on ,  a l th ough there  are  g roun d s  for 
m a k i ng such an  a s s e r t i on.  I n  any c a s e ,  the GDR is regarded  as a 
n a t  i on o f  av i d  rea d e r s , w i th a per  c ap i t a  s a l e  o f  books  h igher than 
almost any other country in the world. People s tand in l ine to  buy a 
s ough t - a f t e r  b ook much a s  they do  t o  buy m e a t  o r  t rop i c a l  f ru i t .  
Televi sion i n  the GDR (certainly not high clas s ! )  has not diminished 
the importance of books ,  in contrast  to the pure consumerism to which 
i t  has degenerated our affluent society. The reason for this l ie s  not 
so much in the printed s tatus of Marxist-Leninist  ideology as in the 
"soc ial ist  p lural i sm" which i s  just beginning to appear in l i terature. 
Here, the experiences ,  encounters,  and prob l em s  of everyday l ife may 
b e  p re s en t e d  in a rea s onab l y  unvarn i s hed way.  In h i s  D i a l og �!! 
!!!e ine� U renke l [ D i a l ogue w i th My Great-Grandchild ] , senior scholar, 
e c on om i s t ,  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i en t i s t ,  JUrgen Kuc z yn s k i ,  came t o  the 
1Translated from the Korrespondenzb lat t ,  No. 2 ,  February 1987 ,  by 
permis s ion o f  the author .  
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conc lus ion that  "con f l i c t s  in the GDR s o c i e ty a r e  more  l ik e l y  t o  b e  
found in novel s  than in his tory books."1 
L i t erature ,  then , i s  the natural  m e d ium for  " s oc ia l i s t  p l u ra l ­
ism"; l ike nothing else,  i t  serves a s  a mirror in which the socia l i s t  
soc i e t y of  t h e  GDR con fron t s  t h e  impo r t an c e  o f  r e l i g i on ,  r e l i g i ou s  
feelings, and the church. That a large part o f  literary criticism has 
ove r l o oked th i s  r e l a t ionship  un t i l  now i s  due to the f a c t  tha t ,  for  
obvious reasons ,  faith and the church have not  been the central themes 
upon wh ich the new GDR l i t e rature is b u i l t .  There i s  a l s o  a w id e l y  
prevail ing disinterest  in religious- ecclesiastical content among l i t ­
erary c r i t i c s  b e c au s e  sub c on s c i ou s l y  t h e y  c ons i d e r  i t  i r r e l evant .  
Viewed in general,  though, this complex seems important enough to be  
treated in greater detail.  I f  the Evangel ical Church in the GDR has ,  
t o  a l arge ex t en t ,  l o s t  i t s  meaning a s  the V o l k s k i r c h e ,  i t  s t i l l  h a s  
cons iderab le- -perhaps even increas ing- - relevance as a vehic le of  cul ­
ture . 
The fo l l ow ing que s t ions  w i l l  there fore be  ra i s ed : "How do  au ­
thors deal with the phenomena of faith and the church and which prob­
lems and forms of adaptat ion emerge? What is  the network of  relation-
ships  b e tween the church and the s o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y ?  
mutua l cha l l enge s o f  b e l i e f  and unb e l i e f  port rayed ? 
How a r e  the  
Wha t va lue i s  
placed on rel igion? In short , what are the funct ions of faith and the 
church in literary text s ? 'a 
Unfortunately, the l imits  of  a short essay restrict the discus­
sion to a few aspects and detailed textual examples.  Hence, a compet e  
review o f  lyric poetry has been omitted. As at tractive as it would be 
to  t re a t  i t ,  as we l l  as the "ae s th e t i c  t re a tment of the Chr i s t ian 
m e s s age o f  f a i t h , "3 th i s  t op i c  w i l l  only  be  con s i dered i n  p a s s ing .  
The "poetic  plan" of such "aesthetic  treatment" precludes rash reli­
gious demands on  literature. On the other hand , it  makes c lear that 
socialist  l i terature does not nece s s a r i l y  have t o  exclude Chr i s t ia n  
content ;  but that ,  indeed, this part of  humanity's legacy can be  taken 
into account.  In the words of Peter Hacks : '�el igion has aesthetic  
con s c i ousne s s  t o  thank for i t s  place  o f  re s idence in  the  a ft e r l i fe ;  
this is  the origin of its  immortality. Aes the t ic consciousnes s  owe s  
religion (which, while i t  was a l ive , considered itself a s  a n  explana­
t i on of the w o r ld ) an important  inhe r i t an c e  of the poe t i c ,  a l ready 
f l e shed- out rea l i ty .  The author i s  not  exc l u s ively c on c e rned  abou t 
preserving the beauty of Christianity. What she or he wants  to  talk 
about are the ins i gh t s  of Chr i s t i an i ty tha t a re worthy of p r e s e rva­
tion . "4 
1 .  Christian Religion as the Protector of Social ist  Utopia 
In the s e cu l a r  l i t e ra ture of authors  in the GDR, the r e l i gious  
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thread of the story is  naturally not--at least not "ob j ec t ively"-- the 
main thread. Within the framework of this e s s ay, only the rel igious 
thread will  be pursued , with the quest ion : What concrete purpos e  does 
t h e  au thor  have in m ind when pursuing a l i t erary w ork of re l ig i ous 
c on t e n t ?  An i n t e re s t ing a sp e c t  in t h i s  c o n t e x t  is the rev e r s i on to 
re l igion as the sa lva tion of the utopia of social ism. 
The Party Secretary Visits  � Village Minister 
Such a visit  occurs in the novel Betriebsausflug5 [ Company Out­
ing ] ,  by the Romanian-German author Andreas Klotsch ,  who has l ived in 
the  GDR s in c e  1 9 5 1 .  Eduard Krem p ,  P a r t y  s ec re t a ry in a s hoe  p o l i sh 
f a c t o ry ,  i s  p r e s e n t e d  a s  an advoc a t e  o f  the  more  idea l i s t i c  s o c ia l ­
i sm- - the opposite o f  the factory manager, Pink. He endeavors , a lbeit 
with little success ,  to battle agains t  the windm i l l s  of bureaucratic 
s ocialism. His excursion to a remote village,  where a nearly- forgot­
ten f r i end of h i s  youth i s  a m i n i s t e r ,  s e em s ,  in t er m s  of the  n ov e l ,  
t o  be the conceptual counterpart t o  a company outing- - the "real" theme 
a col lective escape from everyday routine in a socialist  order which 
i s  fe l t  t o  b e  repre s s ive . During a b r i e f  tour o f  the  m in i s t er ' s  
house , "Edu" finds himse l f  i n  the church meeting room. The wal l s  are 
empty , 
n o  framed gove rnm e n t  p e r s onage s ;  they d idn ' t hang up  any 
b i shops o r  a Pope.  No tab l e  in the room , j u s t  cha i rs , 
carefully pos i tioned in a circle ,  a mute meet ing o f  s tools 
fac ing each o t he r .  And no draped  pu l p i t .  . • • Edu s a t  
down on one o f  t h e  cha i r s , l ooked ou t a t  t h e  a rena o f  
chairs , fe lt the chairs were checking him out with a hint o f  
suspicion,  s l id t o  the next and the next , and every t ime he 
had a d ifferent perspective , another cons tellation of chairs 
b e fore h i s  eye s ,  and he  was a l ways the c en t e r ;  here , every 
cha i r  was the c e n t e r .  How d o  the  cha i r s  have t o  b e  s e t  u p  
so that they give the impression of democracy? And Edu sgys 
loud ly: "Amen." And the wal l s  echoed back Amenamenamen. 
S o  the p l a cement  o f  cha i r s  in a church b e c o m e s  an unm a sking  o f  the 
undemocratic Party meet ing and itself  a model of democracy. 
Th e d ram a t i c  c l i m ax in the  m e e t ing b e t w een the  t w o  s chool 
f r i end s ,  howev e r ,  is the "con f e s s i on" of the  P a r t y  s e c r e t ary ,  a con­
f e s s i on in a doub l e  s e n s e .  I n  the  f i r s t s en s e ,  Eduard Kremp came to 
h i s  f r i end Hor s t  Ho l z en g e l  t o  c on f e s s  an o l d  s in .  I n  1 9 5 3 , he  d e ­
noun c e d  Hor s t  for hav ing read � e in Ka�£!· Th i s  w a s  the  r e a s on for 
Holzenge l ' s  arrest  and his prohibit ion from s tudying despite being a 
g i f t e d  phys i c i s t . For  l a c k  o f  any o ther p o s s ib i l i t i e s ,  he  b e c a m e  a 
pas tor. Kremp tries to create an open atmosphere between the two, but 
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h i s  a t temp t s  a t  camarad e r i e  fa l l  f l a t .  One po s s ib l e  r e a s on i s  t h a t  
the pastor tries to hint at  his own failures.  
The second , more important part of  the Party secretary's confes ­
s ion succeeds splendidly- - a  parody, i n  which a few serious s ins of the 
realer Sozial ismus [ real ly existing social ism ] are brought to l ight. 
In a dialogue between the two school friends on the topic of environ­
mental protect ion,  Edu takes responsibi l i ty for making mistakes and 
allowing them to happen in his  shoe poli sh factory, "Gloria." Owing 
to lack of money and the s tubbornness  of the authorit ies , his contri­
bution to environmental protection merely cons i s t s  in  whitewashing the 
fac t o ry ' s  gray w a l l .  In so d o in g ,  he  whi t e w a s h e s  the  s prayp a i n t e d  
s l ogans of r i gh t e ou s l y  o u t raged ne i gh b o r s  and l o c a l  c i t i z en s .  The 
graf f i t i  rid i cu l e d  the m o r a l  supe r i o r i t y  "of a b r i g h t  and f r i en d l y  
social ism which has been cleansed o f  a l l  the evi l  pract ices o f  capi­
talism." Edu goes on  to say :  ''Now 'Gloria' is  bright and friendly up  
t o  i t s  neck,  b u t  a b ove tha t ,  it  b e l ch e s  ou t s m ok e  and  soot  j u s t l ik e  
always . . . . I t  rea l l y hu r t s  t o  s e e  the  good , beau t i fu l  s l ogans 
painted over. It ' s  gone so far that it seems to me we're whitewashing 
social i sm. In the devi l ' s  name, why?"7 
Despite the author' s claim to be crit icizing the social i s t  order 
from within the legitimate sphere of "cri t ic ism and self-cri t icism,"  
he a rgues aga in s t  it  from ou t s i d e .  I n  s o  d o ing,  h e  h igh l igh t s  a 
sys tematic defect which leads to psychological suppres sion. Thi s ,  in 
turn , inspires  a s earch for an author i ty ou t s id e  the sys t em - - for a 
u t op i an s oc i a l i sm c l o thed in  re l i g i on.  I n  t h i s  way,  the s o c i a l i s t  
critique of rel igion i s  corrected , at least in a l iterary sense. Thi s  
c r i t i que of  r e l i g i on ,  howeve r ,  i s  n o t  s im p l y  a p a r t  o f  t h e  ove ra l l  
Marx i s t  ana l y s i s  o f  s o c i e t y ;  rathe r ,  the c r i t i que o f  s o c i e ty and 
realer Sozial ismus reverts to rel igion because it would seem to  pre­
serve the idealistic  utopian heritage. This  also  means that sociali sm 
must be interested neither in overcoming rel igion nor in s imply tol­
erating it ,  but  in  preserving it.  Otherwise the socialist  society may 
be in danger of losing its  sense of utopia and hope. 
2 .  Loss of Meaning and Christian Faith 
. Direct experiences wi thin the social i s t  society build  the back­
drop for the l i terary works which we w i l l  now d iscuss. The works show 
that, given the specific experiences of alienation within the social­
i s t  s o c i e ty ,  one mu s t  pose que s t i ons  about God and Chr i s t i a n  fa i th 
anew. 
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a .  Thick Skin as � Mighty Fortress 
In 1982, dramatist  and prose writer Christoph Hein pub l i shed the 
n ov e l  Der fre�de Freund [ The S t range F r i end ] .  It  appeared s h or t l y  
a fterward and in many editions by Luchterhand Verlag under the title 
D r a chenb l u t 8 [ D ragon ' s  B l ood ] .  Viewed superficial ly, the content is  
banal :  Claudia, a well-est ab l i shed doc t o r ,  d ivorced  and chi l d l e s s ,  
repo r t s  on an odd , d i s tant  l ove a f f a i r  w i th h e r  "s t range f r i end , "  
Henry, who i s  married and the father o f  two chi ldren. Henry seeks to 
l iv e  for the  moment and fo l l ows  the s c e n t  o f  d ange r ;  even so,  he  
cannot escape the mean ingles sne s s  that marks his life. When he s tum­
b l e s  i n t o  a f i s t  f i g h t  ou t s ide  of a b a r ,  he m ee t s  an a c cord ingly 
s enseless  d e a th.  
Chri stoph Hein shows that the attempt to compensate for loss  of 
m ea n ing through a surroga t e  l i fe cann o t  s o lv e  the  p rob l e m  o f  human 
alienat ion. The fa i lure of this attempt is  treated in what might be 
termed the third dimension of the book. Among the ensemble  of charac­
t e r s  in the n ove l is C l aud i a ' s  f r i end Ka therina .  Wh i l e  C l aud i a  w a s  
raised i n  conformi ty with Party rules , Katherina comes from a family 
of fai th. The friendship between the girls runs deep. When they both 
turn 14 , the girls conspire to find a common answer to the question of 
fai th ,  as suming each other's  willingnes s  to accept the other's  philo­
s ophy of l i fe .  C l aud i a  "ge t s  u s e d  to the  i d ea"  t h a t  s h e  "m ight  have 
to surprise her parents."9 Ye t ,  the friendship fal l s  apart under the 
pressure of the anti-church campaign of the 1950s,  and Claudia betrays 
Katherina in a discuss ion, publicly ridiculing the faith. 
The death of her friend Henry prompt s  a new longing in Claudia to 
s e e  Ka therina .  Th i s  yearning  is coup l ed w i t h  a rememb rance of the 
repre s s i on of the 1 95 0 s .  Now C l aud i a ' s shame  ove r  h e r  b e t ra y a l  has  
turned into defiance of the repress ive syst em : 
I am ready for anything ; I am armed agains t everything and I 
won ' t  be  hur t  anymore.  I 've b e c om e  invu lnerab l e .  I h av e  
b a thed  in dragon ' s  b l ood a n d  no l inden  l eave s h a v e  l e f t  m e  
vulnerable. I won 't  come out o f  this skin anymore. I will  
d i e o f  my l onging  f o r  Kathe rina in s i d e  my i nvu lnerab l e  
she l l .  I wan t t o  b e  f r i e n d s  w i t h  K a t h e r ina aga in .  I w a n t  
t o  g e t  out  o f  the  t h i ck h i d e  o f  my f e a r  a n d  m i s t ru s t .  I 
want  t o  s e e  h e r. I want  t o  g e t  Ka t h e rfna back  again.  M y  
impenetrab le skin is  my mighty fortres s .  0 
A s ha t t e r in g  t e x t .  A human b e ing who h a s  m a d e  he r s e l f  i nvu lnerable  
pu r e l y  out  of  the need  for  p r o t e c t ion d i e s  f r om f e a r  and  m i s t ru s t  
inside her armour. Nevertheless her longing for another form of life 
remains,  a longing represented by the bel ieving friend of her youth. 
Moreove r ,  h e r  own l o s s  o f  meaning  i s  l inked t o  the  l o s s  o f  this  
f r iend s h i p .  And  s o m e t h in g  e l s e :  Where  God is  l o s t  a s  a "m i gh ty 
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for t re s s , "  human b e ings  are  thrown b a ck on the i r  own e xi s t en c e  and 
mu s t  s e cure it  through t h e i r  own m e an s .  The. l o s s  o f  God r e s u l t s  i n  
defiant insensitivity and imprisoning loneliness.  
b .  Deadly Withdrawal of Love or Sacrificial Love 
GUnther de B ruyn ' s  n ove l N�ue He r r l i c hk e i t 1 1  [ New G l ory]  a l s o  
deal s  with the relat ionship between the loss o f  meaning and Christian 
f a i t h .  Often w i th b i t t e r  irony, the au thor  expo s e s  the feud a l  d i c ­
t a t e s  o f  the GDR ' s sys tem o f  ru l e  b u t  s how s t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  l i t t l e 
people with great sympathy. The contrast  between two worlds  is  sym­
b o l i zed by t w o  nur s ing h o m e s ,  one run by the s t a t e  and the  o ther  by 
the church. F a i t h  and the church are  the m a i n  theme s .  The nove l 
deals with an old woman' s consignment to a home for get t ing in the way 
of a young couple's  plans for the future-- a  banishment practiced not 
only in social ist  societies.  
A doctor from the state-run nurs ing home bitterly comments :  
A s i ck woman doe sn ' t f i t  i n t o  our u t i l i t a r i an w o r l d. A s  
long as she can manage a household and look after the chil­
dren, she is s t i l l  e s s en t i a l .  But  if she needs look ing 
after herself ,  we put her into a home. In other words :  we 
condemn her. Inab il ity to work means guil t  and the punish­
ment is banishment and dispossession • •  • loss of home and 
the withdrawal of love. 12 
This withdrawa l  of love i s  institutionalized ; the nursing home as  the 
l a s t  s t op , a p l ac e  remote  as a w o r l d  w i thout l ove.  The p a t h  to t h e  
nursing home leads pas t  neglected graves i n  a cemetery and ends at a 
barrier. Admiss ions are carried out in ghost ly anonymity; card s  in a 
file,  registration number, checking in luggage ,  numbering suit cases ,  
run-down accommodat ions.  Dark associations spring t o  mind. 
The reception in the church- run home to which Viktor and Thilde 
consign their grandmother Tita is  completely different. Obstructed by 
no barriers,  they pass  an empty guardhouse, go freely through a por­
t a l ,  and f ind them s e l v e s  in a chap e l  unob s e rved,  in w h i c h  "a l l  t h e  
residents are busy praying."13 The Mother Superior Benedikte ( ! )  a l s o  
not ice s that a young couple is  getting rid of an old person. But the 
d i fference i s  that  the deadly  w i thdraw a l  of l ove i s  not  t aken f o r  
granted ; on the contrary, the homey atmosphere inspires a l iving love. 
Thi s  l i ving love f ind s i t s  s ource  of s t reng th in s p i r i tua l i t y ,  
which is  expressed symbolically, especially in the cross .  Reception 
and farewel l  take place under the "crucified Jesus" which hangs "al ­
m o s t  l arge a s  l i fe" n e a r  the guardhou s e .  The· c ru c i f i x ,  a s ymbol  o f  
life and death, is  also symbol o f  the commitment t o  sacrificial love. 
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Final ly, a conversation be tween Viktor and the Mother Superior, which 
takes place before pictures of St. Hedwig and the Madonna, unmasks the 
"ne w  g l o ry" o f  the ru l i ng c a s t e  that  b e l i e s  the c l a i m  t o  a c l a s s l e s s  
society. De Bruyn ' s  novel i s  a sharp cri t ique o f  a utilitarian world 
that breeds dehumanization. A humane society is unthinkable in polit­
ical and economic categories alone ; pol i t ics  and economics must  draw 
their humanity from a transcendent source. 
c .  D ignified Life ,  D ignified Death 
In h i s  nov e l  B i l d  d e s  V a t e r s 14 [ P i c tu r e  of F a t h e r ] ,  S orb i an 
author Jurij Brezan gives li terary witness  to the digni fied death of 
an o l d  man in the int imacy of h i s  home and fam i ly .  Tob i a s  Hawk , 
pat terned after Brezan 's  own father, consciously bids farewell to  his 
fam i ly and the world. 
Tob i a s  Hawk d i e s  in commun i ty.  F o r  his  l a s t  days  on e a r t h ,  he  
organizes a party. He  invites his  son and daughter, grandchildren and 
gre a t - grand ch i l d ren t o  a banque t - - a s h i s  own f a t h e r  d id b e fore  h i m .  
Hi s f a t h e r  a s k e d  h i s  f r i en d s  t o  a final  ga ther ing a t  h i s  t ab l e :  a 
good commun i t y ,  one wh i ch c ou l d  b e  r e l i ed upon i n  l i f e ,  i n  which 
eve ryone be l i eved  in the i r  own concept  o f  h e aven.  I n  the  c ir c l e  o f  
h i s  family,  Tobias remembers h i s  own father's gathering and h i s  memory 
p a s s e s  ove r  in t o  a d re a m  on the  thre sho l d  o f  d e a t h  where he i s  w e l ­
comed b y  those who were loyal to him and went before him i n  death. I t  
i s  a c ommun i t y o f  peop l e  s t re t ching far b eyond d e a t h .  S o  i t  makes 
s e n s e  i f. t h i s  d e a th has pock e t s  w i th a "qu i d  of t ob a c c o" in them for 
t h o s e  "budd i e s "  who l on g  had t o  do w i thou t i t .  The o l d  m an l ay s  out 
h i s  wedd ing c l o th e s  so he  can be buried  in them ins t e a d  of a s h r oud : 
an expectation of the new, fes t ive community. In Tobias Hawk' s unsen­
t i m en t a l  fa i t h  there i s  room for  f r i end s h i p  w i th tho s e  who d o  not  
b e l i eve in h e aven , those w i t h  whom he  onc e  l ay i n  the  s am e  foxhole  
during  a ha i l  o f  grena d e s .  And whi l e  h e  mu t e l y  p rayed h i s  "Lord ' s  
Prayer,"  the former quietly sang " . .  may human rights b e  won."15 
One could almost call  Egon Richter's Der Tod des alt en Mannes 16 
[ De a t h  of the Old Man ] a P r o t e s t an t  coun t erpart  to the B i l d  d e s  
Va t e r s .  The focus  o f  Rich t e r ' s  book i s  a l s o a farmer  w h o  t h ink s and 
talks about bibl ical relationships and who knows that trust  and guilt  
are part of human life. W i th these books ,  the GDR has been given two 
unp r e c e d e n t e d  examp l e s  o f  rur a l  pro s e .  They d e s c ri b e  a rural  w o rld 
tha t the  s o c i a l i s t  reorgan i z a t i on was s uppos e d  l ong s in c e  to h ave 
overcome . 
In view of  the growing cris i s  of meaning in East German social­
ism, read ing these books becomes a cha l lenge to deeper reflecti on. In 
the  GDR a s  w e l l ,  the  t im e  s e e m s  to have come  f o r  a s k ing about  the 
nearly- forgot ten values tha t are  e s s en t i a l  to human d igni ty in l i fe 
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and d e a th. Tha t t h i s r e a p p ra i s a l  o f  t h e  t ab o o  w o rd "d e a t h" i s  n o t . 
limi ted to l i terature i s  shown by a discussion presently underway, not 
on ly a m ong pa s t o r s , b u t  a l s o  a m ong phy s i c i ans and M a rx i s t  ph i l o s o ­
phe r s .  A t  i t s  c en t e r  l i e s  the ca l l  t o  m ake a humane d e a th p o s s i b l e. 
In h i s  b ook �� e in M en s ch s t i rb t ..:.. ..:.. ..:.. Au sgewUh l t e  Aspek t e . pe r i ­
mortaler Medizin [ When a Person Dies • • • Selec ted Aspects of Peri­
m o r t a l  Med i c ine ] ,  D r .  Kay B lumentha l - B a rby adm i t s  to d i s c r e p anc i e s  
between living and dying cond i t ions : 'Tor the dying, the best i s  just 
good enough." Among other things ,  this includes being ab le t o  die at 
hom e ,  a w i s h expre s s e d  by 80% o f  a l l  GDR c i t i z en s .  Ye t a l m o s t  eve ry 
s e c ond per s on d i e s  as an in- p a t i en t .  Acc or'd ing to t h e  a u t h o r ,  t h i s  
overtaxes doctors and nurse s ,  who are thus only ab le t o  provide tech­
nical and med ical support. The dying "receive excellent care from a 
medical point of view : their heart and pul s e  rates are attended to,  
they are given infus ions and transfus ions. But they l ack wha t  Chris­
t ians call pas t oral care : the warm hands to hold when the i r  own grow 
colde r .  nl7 
3 .  Dialogue with the Chris t ian Heritage 
In order to at lea s t  hint at the variety and breadth of rel igious 
aspec ts in recent l i terature from the GDR, examples from a children's 
b ook w i l l  c o n c l u d e  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  I n  h e r  s l i m  v o l um e  e n t i t l ed D e r  
Eng e l  !!!_ i t  d e!!!. go l d enen S chnurrb a r t  ( B e r l i n ,  1 98 4 ,  2nd e d i t i on )  [ Th e  
Angel with the Golden Moustache ] , Christa Kozik has the angel Ambro­
s iu s  appear a s  a s t i m u l a t ing e l em en t  in t h e  i m agina t ive w o r l d  o f  
children. Depart ing from the "party l ine," Ambrosius shares h i s  view 
of the o r igin of the w o r l d  and of l i f e  in the form o f  t h e  B ib l i c a l  
Genes i s  story: "On the seventh day he res ted from his heavy labor and 
l ooked w i th j oy on h i s  w o rk.  Th i s  day i s  Sun d a y ,  the s ev en th day o f  
the week. This i s  why we should lay as ide our work,  in remembrance of 
this day." The teacher's reaction bespeaks pedagogical wisdom : ''Herr 
Becher d idn' t  interrupt him. He al lowed him to finish and thanked h im 
for h i s  con t r i bu t i on , "  b e c a u s e  h e  "d i dn ' t  w a n t  t o  o f fend Amb r o s iu s . "  
But the clas s ' s  behavior is even more intere s t ing : "The school chi l ­
d r e n  a rgued f o r  a wh i l e  l onger a b o u t  t h e  d i f f e rent o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  
world. Some were for Creat ion i n  seven day s ,  but most thought i t  took 
m i l l ions of years." By the way, the author s tresses Ambrosius' high 
marks "in his tory, German, geography, Engl ish, and other sub j ec t s , "18 
thereby al lowing the reader to conc lude ,  w i th reason, that the ange l 's 
bel ief in the Bible does not stem from lack of int ellectual abi l i ty or 
"backwardness . "  
G iven t h e  s i gn i f i c a n c e  o f  b o ok s  in t h e  GDR, wh i ch i s  c l e a r l y  
m an i fe s t e d  in t h e  h i gh numb e r  o f  c op i e s  p r i n t e d  d e s p i t e  a s e r ious 
paper shortage, even such a compara t ively unprepossess ing children' s  
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d ia logue takes on exemp lary meaning. I t  i s  an example of the dialogue 
between present-day society and the Judeo-Christian heritage a l ready 
b e ing nurtured here  and there  in the  l i t e ra tu re - - on e  that  s t i l l  re­
m a i n s  t o  b e  fu l l y exp l o i t ed b y  the  o f f i c i a l  church and Chr i s t i an 
c ommun i t ies in the ir deal ings with literature. 
Translated from German by Janice Hill  
TUbingen , Wes t  Germany 
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